



Joint Council of SC Fire Service Associations

November 18, 2009

Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Dan Cimini at 10:00.

Chris Nunnery offered an invocation and led attendees in the pledge of allegiance.

Dan Cimini offered comments on positions changes and the impact that Joint Council is having on fire service cooperation and communication.

Roll was called for organizations represented with the following Associations present:  SC IAAI, Fire and Life Safety Educators, Fire Marshals’, Professional Firefighters, Instructor’s Society, Chief’s, and Firefighters.

Minutes of the August 12 meeting were presented.  Bill Addis made the motion to approve, seconded by Scott Lee, and approved by all.

Reports from Associations were heard:

Fire Marshal’s-The November conference was a success with 75 persons and the June conference to be held at Springmaid Beach will be on the 7th through the 12th.

Chief’s-Butch Womack was elected the 3rd Vice Pres. at the October conference with 100 Chief’s in attendance.

Arson Investigators- The October conference in Myrtle Beach had 320 attendees with a successful module format and the 1st quarter training event is upcoming.
Instructors-The upcoming February 5-7 conference was announced.

Firefighters Association-The upcoming January Health and Safety Conference on the 22-24th was announced.  The upcoming January 16th quarterly training event was announced.

Fire and Life Safety Educators-Quarterly meeting will be held on Dec 8th at which officers will be elected and information can be viewed at www.SCFALS.com
Professional Firefighters-At the October annual meeting of the SCPFF it was established that the priority of focus to be on the Public Employees Cooperative Act that is being dealt with at the federal level and what the locals role will be in getting information to SC on collective bargaining and how this bill will affect the state.  The Association will be forwarding the name of Joe Vanadia as Chair of Joint Council in 2010.

Old Business

Skip Hannon offered changes to the by-laws pertaining directly to the omission of references to Treasurer and the collection of dues.  A motion to accept the recommended changes was made by LeRoy Marcotte and seconded by Reggie Barnes and approved by all.

An update was offered by Joe Palmer on the 16/17 year old training on a proposed program of training and education being offered by the Firefighters Association as a recruitment tool that would change the Child Labor law and offer a state wide Jr. Firefighter Program outline.  Examples of the Explorer Scout programs were offered.
New Business

It was agreed that a system of emergency notification should be a priority and Joe Palmer offered the assistance of the Firefighters web site and email blast capability to get news out to other groups.

Legislative Issues were offered and listed as an agenda (not in a priority order):
1) State Disability Laws – a handout was offered for comparison to other states.  The focus is on the Heart and Lung bill and comparable workers compensation coverages to include cancer presumption.
2) USAR funding from the state

3) FF Background checks and getting them to the point of a national FBI program

4) Passing a novelty lighter bill

5) Workers Compensation coverage for USAR workers,  specifically the 9 person now not covered and making that coverage comparable to National Guard coverage to cover also during training.

6) Residential Sprinklers and specifically the need to revise the Act 357 and the contained incentives and adoption process

7) VSAFE funding

8) Adopting the new LP gas bill that matches current NFPA standards

9) Adopting the Fireworks bill

10) Adopting NFPA standards as proposed by the DSFM in the Fire Marshal Rules and Regs

11) Protecting and resolving to be diligent with 1% laws

Skip Hannon made the motion to draft and adopt a resolution from the Joint Council in support of the USAR team, its funding, and workers compensation coverage of those participants.  Seconded by Scott Lee and approved by all.
The DHEC Advisory Council and its proposed changes in that boards make up were discussed.  The Council offered general consent that it was a concern to be diligent in the participation of the fire service in that advisory council’s make up.  A November 30th meeting has been arranged to discuss this DHEC council with the EMS Association.  Further discussion was offered about the EMS Association becoming as Associate member of the Joint Council.  Dan Cimini directed the By Laws Committee to look into specific associate member status rules for addition to our Constitution and By Laws.
Joe Palmer offered an overview of the Firefighters’’ Associations Legislative Day on March 24th.  The meeting will start in Denny Auditorium at 10 am.

Dan Cimini offered brief comments on the formation of the Memorial Oversight Committee between the Firefighters’ Association and the Fire Chief’s and the combination of funds for this effort.

John Reich offered a report of the following:

1) His thanks for participation in the ICC codes process in Baltimore and to raise awareness of the need to participate in the final code adoption process in Charlotte in October 2010.

2) His request for attendance and participation in the Buildings Codes Council meetings of which the next is to be held in Denny on Dec 2nd.

3) John offered state budget issues and the reduction in funds

4) John announced staffing changes in the DSFM

5) 418 departments now qualify for receipt of the 2009 1% funds that will be distributed in the summer of 2010.

6) John offered a brief report on the progress with background checks

7) John thanked attendees for participation in the Freddie curriculum and for local coordinators help.

8) John gave an update of the Cigarettes Act 333.

Dan McManus offered and update on the SCHART team for air rescue that he now had 18 specialists trained and ready for response

Sondra Senn offered stat information of 67 civilian deaths year to date and 317 fire departments participating in NFIRS.

Dan Cimini offered that at the next session we should, at the new Chairs pleasure, offer up and discuss the cohesion portion of the Fire Service Strategic Plan.

Dan Cimini offered his thanks for the past year and the efforts to get this Council in motion and without conflict.

The next meeting will be January 20, 2010.
Motion was made by Eddie Watson to adjourn seconded by Joe Vanadia.  All approved.
